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KHOSROVAH. 



Khosrovah ie a town situated in the middle of a beautiful 
plain near the lake of Ommyah, within three days' journey of 
Tabriz, the capital of Azbaidjan, one of the ten provinces of 
Persia. The inhabitants number nearly twelve hundred, and 
are of Chaldean origin. They were formerly Nestorians, but 
have lately adopted the Roman Catholic faith. At Khosrovah 
the houses are large, convenient, and well built, many of 
them have very beautiful gardens attached, but Jhe cultivation 
of the earth does not say much for their owners' knowledge of 
agriculture ; and in this they are not distinguished from their 
neighbours, who are but indifferent husbandmen. A recent 
traveller says that when he for the first time saw Khosrovah, 
the peasants who used carts, employed a team of buffaloes ; 
from a sketch which he then made our engraving is taken. 
At a short distance from the town an ancient bas-relief is 
found upon a rock, representing two horsemen attended by 



is exposed, or tometimes the point is ^surmounted by a 
nest. 

The peasants for the most part erect their own dwellings; and 
manufacture their own materials for the building: "Collecting 
a great quantity of ear thin a trough, they moisten gradually by 
adding water till the whole is reduced to a thick paste, ihey 
then press this moistened earth into the wooden brick-mould, 
with rapidity and exactness. One man may thus produce' a 
prodigious quantity of bricks in one day, generally betfteen 
two and three thousand. The bricks having taken the desired 
form are hardened in the sun, and are then considered fit fqx 
use. Nearly all the houses are built of these materials. 
i In Persia, as well as in America, agriculture sustains the 
chief part of the public expenses, and is a source of con- 
siderable revenue. The state claims a certain duty upon all 
products ; but money being extremely rare in the villages and 







CABT OF A HUSBANDMAN, KHOSROVAH, IN PERSIA. 



champions on foot : it is very large, and after a remote style of 
art, probably sculptured during the monarchial period of the 
Sassanides. 

Persian villages generally resemble each other in nearly 
every particular ; there is the same earthen wall, and row of 
trees, and breaches in the wall, occasioned by srme trivial 
accident, for the Persian builds but slightly, and his fortifi- 
cation is a merely imaginary defence, that a fox might break 
down — the same mud hovels, and here and there picturesque 
old houses, with gilded cupolas of different heights ; together 
with the same extensive caravansaries— simple as of old. If 
the village is rich and populous, the houses of the principal 
inhabitants are garnished with various carvings and coloured 
glass ; some of the dwellings are built of brick. From any 
other habitations, by its peculiarity of material or architectural 
decoration, may be recognised the dwelling of the Ket Khoda, 
chief of the village. The Mosque is generally indicated by a 
brick dome, upon the point of which a plume of stork's feathers 



country districts, most of the peasants pay the greater part 
of the government imposts in grain or cattle. This is a great 
alleviation to the husbandmen, who are generally poor. Agri- 
culture in Persia, is the same now as it has been for many 
centuries. They have a stereotyped system of husbandry — a 
good old way— from which it would be diificult to induce 
them to depart. In the labours of the fields, as we have 
before remarked, bullocks or buffaloes are employed. Every- 
thing in Persia reminds the traveller of the old time — there 
things seem to have remained as they were from the beginning.; 
the Persian makes his bricks and builds his house as of yore, 
the ox-drawn cart rumbles over the marshy soil j but while 
every social arrangement maintains its old character, one looks 
in vain for the glory and power of the country, the bygone mag- 
nificence buried in unaccountable oblivion even by their own 
historians. Scattered fragments here and there give indication 
of the condition of ancient Persia, and the caves in the rocks 
still remain where the Persian kings are buried. 



